
29 June 2012

Re: Kazakhstan – Ill-treatment of detained human rights defender Mr Bolat Atabayev 

Human rights defender and theatre director Mr Bolat Atabayev, who remains in detention since his 
arrest  on  15  June  2012,  was  subjected  to  ill-treatment  while  in  detention.  On  26  June,  Bolat  
Atabayev's lawyer had visited him in Aktau detention centre, and witnessed bruises on his arms and 
under his left eye. The following day, 27 June, a complaint of ill-treatment, including beatings, was filed 
with the Office of the Prosecutor of the Mangistau Region and the town of Zhanaozen. Bolat Atabayev 
is an active member of “Zhanaozen 2011”, a coalition of NGOs and public figures campaigning for a 
fair  investigation  of  the  violent  clashes  which  occurred  in  Zhanaozen  in December  2011  and 
monitoring the ensuing trials.

On 15 June 2012,  Bolat Atabayev was arrested near his home in Almaty by officers of the National 
Security  Committee  (NSC).  While  arresting  the 60  years  old  human rights  defender,  the  officers 
twisted his arms and ordered people who had gathered around them to disperse. Bolat Atabayev was 
not allowed to call his lawyer at the time, and was presented with an arrest warrant granted by a court 
the previous day. 

Approximately one week later, the human rights defender was transferred to another prison – the NSC 
Preliminary Detention Centre in Aktau, which is located 3,500km from Almaty. The transfer lasted six 
days.  Relatives  and friends were  concerned  for  the  welfare  of  Bolat  Atabayev,  who  suffers  from 
diabetes and reportedly fainted during the trip, and were uncertain if medical assistance was provided 
to him at the time.

The arrest is linked to the charges of “incitement of social enmity” which were brought against him in 
January 2012. The charges, under Article 164 of the Criminal Code, can result in three to ten years of 
imprisonment. The case was brought by the NSC against approximately 20 political and civil society 
figures  in  Kazakhstan.  Bolat  Atabayev  has  since  then  also  been  charged  with  “subverting  the 
constitutional  order”  under  Article  170,  which  can  result  in  a  term  of  three  to  seven  years  of 
imprisonment.

Front Line Defenders is deeply concerned at the continued detention of human rights defender Bolat 
Atabayev and the charges brought against him, as well as reports of ill-treatment, including beating, 
during his detention. 

We believe that the charges and detention are solely motivated by Bolat Atabayev's legitimate and 
peaceful human rights work in Kazakhstan, in particular his involvement with the  Zhanaozen 2011 
coalition,  who  seek  justice  for  the  December  2011  events  which  included  the  reported  use  of 
unnecessary and disproportionate force by the police.

Front Line Defenders urges the authorities in Kazakhstan to: 

1. Immediately and unconditionally release Bolat Atabayev and drop all charges against him;
2. Take all  necessary measures to guarantee the physical and psychological integrity of Bolat 

Atabayev while in detention, and provide him with any necessary medical attention;



3. Carry out an immediate, thorough and impartial investigation into the reported ill-treatment of 
Bolat Atabayev while in detention, with a view to publishing the results and bringing those 
responsible to justice in accordance with international standards;

4. Initiate  an  immediate,  thorough  and  impartial  investigation  and  re-trial  into  the  events  of 
Zhanaozen in December 2011, and cease all forms of judicial harassment of members of the 
Zhanaozen 2011 coalition;

5. Guarantee in all circumstances that all human rights defenders in Kazakhstan are able to carry 
out their legitimate human rights activities without fear of reprisals and free of all restrictions 
including judicial harassment.  


